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The complaint in this matter alleged 
 illegally coordinated with J.D. Vance for Senate ) through an obscure 

but technically public blog stashed in a little-noticed corner of the internet.1 In its response to the 
allegations, POV PAC denied that it coordinated with the Vance campaign through the blog but also 
included documents describing a different scheme to provide in-kind contributions to the campaign 
through the use of a common vendor.2 The Commission voted to dismiss all allegations. I dissented.3   

 
When a respondent provides the Commission with evidence of its plans to coordinate, we ought 

to at least inquire whether they followed through on those plans. 
 
The factual basis for the in-kind contribution scheme is straightforward and laid out explicitly in 

information provided to the Commission.4 In its response to the complaint, POV PAC attached a 
 to 

conduct extensive polling about J.D. Vance and the Ohio Senate race as well as 

from the polling.5 According to POV PAC: 
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Paying for services provided to a campaign is a classic in-kind contribution.7 The Office of 
General Counsel  acknowledges as much in its report: 
conduct that would constitute the provision of in-kind contributions by POV PAC to the Vance 
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Campaigns and unlimited outside spending groups have grown increasingly bold in using online 
venues to communicate valuable information in ways that allow the PACs to support the campaigns, 
making a mockery of contribution limits.18 Regulations crafted in an earlier era of the internet, before 
the advent of super PACs, have totally failed to keep up.
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